
 
 

Utah Resource Managers’ 
Concerns About Impacts of Bark 
Beetle Infesta;ons 



Survey Goals 

•  Understand what par.cular 
aspects of bark beetle 
infesta.ons are most 
concerning to managers 

•  Determine how well 
research is mee.ng 
managers’ needs and 
where gaps exist 

•  Inform workshop content 



Survey Respondents 



Survey Respondents 
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Current vs. Future Concerns 

Respondents are moderately 
concerned about current 
impacts… 

…but more concerned that 
Utah could experience 
impacts seen elsewhere. 

Less 
Concerned 

More 
Concerned 

Less 
Concerned 

More 
Concerned 



Reported Impacts 

•  Loss of old growth habitat 
•  Spruce mortality 
•  High lodgepole mortality 
•  Sporadic mortality in Wasatch Front 
•  Watershed response, including changes in snow 
accumula.on 

(11 responses) 



Expected Impacts 

•  Need for shiH in forestry management 
•  HoIer fires and “angrier public” 
•  Impacts to hydrograph 
•  Impacts to water quality 
•  Impacts to accumula.on, melt, and runoff 

(11 responses) 



Priority Concerns 

•  Water quality impacts (6) 
•  Changes in wildfire or fuel loading (5) 
•  Water supply/quan.ty impacts (4) 
•  Fisheries/wildlife impacts (3) 
•  Social/Recrea.onal/Visual impacts (3) 



Beetles vs. Other Issues 

Issues of greater concern: 
 
•  Resource damage from 

uncontrolled logging or 
ATV use 

•  Other impacts to water 
quality 

•  Habitat loss 
•  Erosion and revegetation 
•  Oil and gas leasing 

Number of Respondents 

High 

Low 


