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NIDIS	
  Goals	
  
•  Goals:	
  

–  Provide	
  a	
  be2er	
  understanding	
  of	
  how	
  and	
  
why	
  droughts	
  affect	
  society,	
  the	
  economy	
  
and	
  the	
  environment.	
  

–  Improve	
  accessibility,	
  disseminaAon	
  and	
  
use	
  of	
  early	
  warning	
  informaAon	
  for	
  
drought	
  risk	
  management.	
  

•  How?	
  
–  Build	
  off	
  of	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  Regional	
  Drought	
  

Early	
  Warning	
  Systems	
  (DEWS)	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  
NaAonal	
  Drought	
  Early	
  Warning	
  System	
  



NIDIS Regional Drought Early Warning  
Systems 

Coming	
  
Winter	
  2015	
  

Coming	
  
Winter	
  
2015	
  



 
Provision of timely and effective information, through 
identified institutions, that allows individuals exposed to a 
hazard to take action to avoid or reduce their risk and prepare 
for effective response 

What is Drought Early Warning? 

…..as	
  with	
  rainbows	
  each	
  person	
  
experiences	
  their	
  own	
  drought	
  
-­‐Kelly	
  Redmond	
  



Components of Drought Early Warning 
Systems (DEWS) 

q  Drought assessments 
q  Climate outlook forums 
q  Education and outreach 

webinars – risk management 
q  Engaging the preparedness 

community 
q  Builds capacity to utilize 

existing products 



Intensification, Persistence, Improvement 
January 2011 April 2011 July 2011 October 2011 

January 2013 

January 2012 April 2012 

April 2013 

July 2012 October 2012 

July 2013 October 2013 



States	
  
•  Arizona	
  
•  Hawaii	
  
•  Texas	
  
•  New	
  Mexico	
  
•  Alabama	
  
•  Colorado	
  
•  North	
  

Carolina	
  
•  Florida	
  

•  South	
  
Dakota	
  

•  Oklahoma	
  
River	
  Basins	
  
•  Upper	
  

Colorado	
  
•  Apalachicola-­‐

Cha2ahooch
ee-­‐Flint	
  

Tribes	
  
•  Navajo	
  

NaAon	
  

Drought Assessment Groups 
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Interesting things about the webinars 

–  Decision-makers get involved and participate in the 
discussion at limited cost.  Hear other perspectives


–  Interact directly with the experts


–  Test new products; users provide direct feedback


Apalachicola National Research 
Reserve 

SE River Forecast Center-
Streamflow forecast 

NAEFS 



Assessments	
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MR	
  Niño	
  Assessment	
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Expanded	
  Plains	
  Snow	
  and	
  Soil	
  Condi=on	
  Network	
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NaAonal	
  Soil	
  Moisture	
  Network	
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Thanks	
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