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What is the National Integrated Drought
Information System (NIDIS)?

Authorized in 2006 Reauthorized in 2014

* Why: * Authorizes the

— Recognition that better informed appropriation of funds
and more timely drought-related (via NOAA) through R
decisions lead to reduced FY2018 ThePresanrs Cure Acton P

impacts and costs. e Component of the

— Key support from the Western President’s Climate
Governor’s Association (WGA) Action Plan

Executive Office of the President

Enable the Nation to move Coincided with the
proactive creation of th
approach to.managing drought risks
and impacts  PL 109-403




Three tasks under the NIDIS Act*

1. Provide an effective drought early warning system:

(a) collect and integrate key indicators of drought severity and impacts;
(b) produce timely information that reflects local, regional, and state
differences

2. Coordinate and integrate as practicable, Federal research
in support of a drought early warning system

3. Build upon existing forecasting and assessment programs
and partnerships

*reauthorized by Congress in 2014




NIDIS Goals

e Goals:

— Provide a better understanding of
how and why droughts affect
society, the economy and the
environment.

— Improve accessibility, dissemination
and use of early warning
information for drought risk
management.

How?
Build off of a network of Regional
Drought Early Warning Systems
(DEWS) to create a National
Drought Early Warning System




What is Drought Early Warning?

Provision of timely and effective information,
through identified institutions, that allows
individuals exposed to a hazard to take action to
avoid or reduce their risk and prepare for effective
responsel

= Early warning involves:

« Utilizing the best available forecasts based on climate
projections and the area’s drought history,

» Identifying possible outcomes of developing drought
events

= How long will drought last?
How severe will it be?
" Effectlve early warning systems should involve

... pboth technology and all interested parties in
4\ drought planning and response.

lInternational Strategy for Disaster Reduction



Regional Drought Early Warning Systems
(DEWS)

Working with communities and existing

networks to build capacity for better venicring
decision making for drought planning

and mitigation.

Engaging
Preparedness
Comm.

Researct
Applicat

Regional Drought

O Drought assessments Early Warning

O Climate outlook forums System
O Education and outreach webinars — risk
management
O Engaging the preparedness community e L

O Builds capacity to utilize existing products




NIDIS Regional Drought Early Warning
Systems

Coming
Winter 201

Coming
Winter
2015

~  Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-
Flint River Basih
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Where is the drought this week?

U.S. Drought Monitor U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Drought Impacts Report Wildfire Risks NIDIS in Your Region
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The major weather system that affected much of the nation's midsection last week left abuncant precipitation this week from the mid-Atlantic up into New England. Hurricane
Ana lost strength as it approached Hawaii and Tropical Storm Ana passed south of the Hawaiian Island dumping up to 10 inches of rain in its path.
As of October 21, 2014, drought (O1-D4) is impacting:

24.90% 74.2 million

of the area of U.S. and 23.80% of the lower 48 states. people in the U.S. anc 74.1 million people in the lower 48 states.

How is Drought Affecting your Neighborhood?
Enter your zip code for current conditions:
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DEWS Early Warning Systems Regional & State Drought Information

Find out about NIDIS activities at the High Plains Midwest Northeast
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Contact Information

Alicia Marrs

Regional Drought Information Coordinator

NOAA/NIDIS
iIcia.marrs@noaa.gov




