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What	
  is	
  the	
  Na*onal	
  Integrated	
  Drought	
  
Informa*on	
  System	
  (NIDIS)?	
  

Authorized	
  in	
  2006	
  
•  Why:	
  	
  

–  Recogni*on	
  that	
  beCer	
  informed	
  
and	
  more	
  *mely	
  drought-­‐related	
  
decisions	
  lead	
  to	
  reduced	
  
impacts	
  and	
  costs.	
  

–  Key	
  support	
  from	
  the	
  Western	
  
Governor’s	
  Associa*on	
  (WGA)	
  

•  Goal:“Enable	
  the	
  Na+on	
  to	
  move	
  
from	
  a	
  reac+ve	
  to	
  a	
  more	
  proac+ve	
  
approach	
  to	
  managing	
  drought	
  risks	
  
and	
  impacts”	
  PL	
  109-­‐403	
  

Reauthorized	
  in	
  2014	
  
•  Authorizes	
  the	
  

appropria*on	
  of	
  funds	
  
(via	
  NOAA)	
  through	
  
FY2018	
  

•  Component	
  of	
  the	
  
President’s	
  Climate	
  
Ac*on	
  Plan	
  

•  Coincided	
  with	
  the	
  
crea*on	
  of	
  the	
  
Na*onal	
  Drought	
  
Resiliency	
  Partnership	
  
(NDPR)	
  



Three	
  tasks	
  under	
  the	
  NIDIS	
  Act*	
   

1. Provide an effective drought early warning system:  
 (a) collect and integrate key indicators of drought severity and impacts;  
(b) produce timely information that reflects local, regional, and state 

 differences 

2. Coordinate and integrate as practicable, Federal research 
in support of a drought early warning system  

3. Build upon existing forecasting and assessment programs 
and partnerships 

*reauthorized	
  by	
  Congress	
  in	
  2014	
  



NIDIS	
  Goals	
  
•  Goals:	
  

–  Provide	
  a	
  beCer	
  understanding	
  of	
  
how	
  and	
  why	
  droughts	
  affect	
  
society,	
  the	
  economy	
  and	
  the	
  
environment.	
  

–  Improve	
  accessibility,	
  dissemina*on	
  
and	
  use	
  of	
  early	
  warning	
  
informa*on	
  for	
  drought	
  risk	
  
management.	
  

	
   	
  How?	
  
Build	
  off	
  of	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  Regional	
  
Drought	
  Early	
  Warning	
  Systems	
  
(DEWS)	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  Na*onal	
  
Drought	
  Early	
  Warning	
  System	
  



 
Provision of timely and effective information, 
through identified institutions, that allows 
individuals exposed to a hazard to take action to 
avoid or reduce their risk and prepare for effective 
response1 

§  Early warning involves: 
§  Utilizing the best available forecasts based on climate 

projections and the area’s drought history,  
§  Identifying possible outcomes of developing drought 

events 
§  How long will drought last? 
§  How severe will it be? 

§  Effective early warning systems should involve 
both technology and all interested parties in 
drought planning and response. 

What is Drought Early Warning? 

1International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 



Regional Drought Early Warning Systems 
(DEWS) 

Working with communities and existing 
networks to build capacity for better 
decision making for drought planning 
and mitigation. 
 
q  Drought assessments 
q  Climate outlook forums 
q  Education and outreach webinars – risk 

management 
q  Engaging the preparedness community 
q  Builds capacity to utilize existing products 
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Contact	
  Informa*on	
  
	
  

Alicia	
  Marrs	
  
Regional	
  Drought	
  Informa*on	
  Coordinator	
  
NOAA/NIDIS	
  
alicia.marrs@noaa.gov	
  
303.497.4624	
  


