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Obama Orders All Federal Agencies to Cut
Greenhouse Gases
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WASHINGTON, DC, October 7, 2009 (ENS) -
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President Barack Obama signed an Executive Order
Monday that requires federal agencies to set a
greenhouse gas emissions reduction target for 2020
within 90 days.

The Executive Order also requires federal agencies to
increase their energy efbciency, reduce the petroleum
consumption of their Beets, conserve water, reduce

waste, support sustainable communities, and leverage

their federal purchasing power to promote
environmentally-responsible products and
technologies.

"As the largest consumer of
energy in the U.S. economy, the
federal government can and
should lead by example when it
comes to creating innovative
ways to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, increase energy

President Barack "
Obama photo: Ofiiceof  €fPCIENCY, CONSErve water, reduce

the President) waste, and use environmentally-
responsible products and
technologies," said President Obama.
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"This Executive Order builds on the momentum of the
Recovery Act to help create a clean energy €ConOMY 5 air on the Discovery Channel in

and demonstrates the federal government's
commitment, over and above what is already being
done, to reducing emissions and saving money," he
said.
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The new Executive Order makes reducing greenhousenew Fellows in Los Angeles and

gas emissions a priority for the federal government,
which occupies nearly 500,000 buildings, operates
more than 600,000 vehicles, employs more than 1.8

million civilians, and purchases more than $500 billion

per year in goods and services.

In his order, President Obama requires agencies to
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Implementation of the Executive Order will focus on
integrating achievement of sustainability goals with
agency mission and strategic planning to optimize g”:%ﬂe :g’aé::zo’“n" Time in
performance and minimize implementation costs. =xpancin o oncon —
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is central to helping governments meet their climate
goals."

The Public Sector Protocol explains how public sector
agencies can develop inventories of greenhouse gas
emissions. It details accounting procedures, such as

determining what emission sources should be includedGreen" Tax Credits and Incentives are

in an inventory, and how emission reduction targets
can be set and tracked over time. It adapts the core
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Some recent examples of federal environmental
stewardship include the planned construction of a
600-kilowatt wind turbine at a Veterans Affairs
Medical Center in St. Cloud, Minnesota. The 600-kW
turbine installation, to be completed in spring 2011, is
projected to supply up to 15 percent of the facility's
annual electricity usage.
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Administration's Denver Federal Center will be
installing a seven megawatt photovoltaic system as p3
of a modernization effort. The project will provide a
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The Executive Order follows the president's
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Proclamation of October as National Energy
Awareness Month. The president called on the people
of the United States to mark the month by making
clean energy choices that can both rebuild our
economy and make it more sustainable.

Noting that the federal government is the largest
consumer of energy in the United States, Obama said
in the proclamation his administration is committed to
lead by example in the use of clean energy and energ
efbciency.

"We face a turning point in our Nation's energy policy,’

Obama said in the Proclamation. "We can either remal
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the world's leading importer of oil, or we can become
the world's leading exporter of clean energy
technology. We can allow climate change to wreak
unnatural havoc, or we can create jobs deploying
low-carbon technologies to prevent its worst effects."

Copyright Environment News Service, ENS, 2009. All rights
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