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Oct 02 Vail Resorts Shifts Environmental Focus to Forest
2009 - Health and Away from Wind Power
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Broomfield, CO -  Vail Resorts, one of the nation's largest operators of ski and snowboard
resorts, announced Monday that it will work with the U.S. Forest Service to restore damage to
Colorado's Pike National Forest resulting from 2002's Hayman fire at the same time that it's

discontinuing purchase of wind energy credits.

Discover your Wondeylond

this winter vacation!

RESORTQQUEST.

R P~
o€ IR e

[

www.ResortQuest.com Ads by Google

For 20 days in the summer of 2002, the Hayman fire, Colorado's largest and most devastating,
burned a total of 137,760 acres in the Pike National Forest 70 miles from Denver. In its wake,
the fire destroyed 600 structures, obliterated forest vegetation and wildlife habitat for

threatened species, damaged recreation sites, trails and roads, resulting in frequent closures of

Highway 67. To this day, the fire’s aftermath continues to severely impact the water supply for
more than 75 percent of Colorado residents.

Set to begin in fall of 2009, The Hayman Restoration Partnership is estimated to be a $4
million effort, with Vail Resorts serving as the private funding catalyst for the work. The
Hayman Restoration Partnership is one of several initiated under the National Forest
Foundation’s Treasured Landscapes forest and watershed restoration campaign.

“Thanks to a significant contribution by Vail Resorts, matched by the U.S. Forest Service, we
are about half-way to our goal of fully funding this project,” said Bill Possiel, National Forest
Foundation (NFF) president. The goal is to complete the work by 2012 in time for the 10th
anniversary of the Hayman fire.

“The health and prosperity of our country relies on the health of our nation’s forests. The
threats facing our forests require us to change the way we view and manage America’s
forestlands, not just for our generation but for future generations,” said Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack. “The Hayman Restoration Project, spearheaded by the U.S. Forest Service,
National Forest Foundation, and Vail Resorts exemplifies our new vision of collaborative
conservation, management and restoration of our nation’s forests. Through private-public
partnerships like this one, we can make our forests more resilient to climate change, protect
water resources and improve forest health while creating jobs and generating rural wealth
through recreation and tourism.”

The total project area for the Hayman Restoration Partnership is over 115,000 acres, with the
majority of the work honing in on 45,000 acres of the most severely affected areas in four
watersheds that feed into the Upper South Platte River, the main water supply for Denver.
Instead of focusing on only one element of restoration, such as planting trees, the Hayman
Restoration project will address the entire ecosystem with a multi-faceted and strategic work
plan involves restoration and planting of native species in these four watersheds - West Creek,
Manitou Park, Lower Trout and Four Mile.

This comprehensive approach extends beyond the on-the-ground work to how the project will

be implemented with plans to engage local governments and residents, Vail Resorts employees,

conservation organizations and the entire Front Range community. Citizens will have
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