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The scientific literature paints a hellish future if we donÕt quickly reverse greenhouse gas emissions trends (see

ÒClimate change expected to sharply increase Western wildfire burn area Ñ as much as 175% by the 2050sÒ).  Even

the watered down, consensus-based 2007 IPCC report acknowledged the danger:

A warming climate encourages wildfires through a longer summer period that dries fuels, promoting easier

ignition and faster spread. Westerling et al. (2006 Ñ see here) found that, in the last three decades, the

wildfire season in the western U.S. has increased by 78 days, and burn durations of fires >1000 ha have

increased from 7.5 to 37.1 days, in response to a spring-summer warming of 0.87¡C. Earlier spring

snowmelt has led to longer growing seasons and drought, especially at higher elevations, where the increase

in wildfire activity has been greatest. In the south-western U.S., fire activity is correlated with E NSO

positive phases, and higher Palmer Drought Severity IndicesÉ.

Insects and diseases are a natural part of ecosystems. In forests, periodic insect epidemics kill trees over

large regions, providing dead, desiccated fuels for large wildfires. These epidemics are related to aspects of

insect life cycles that are climate sensitive.

Now brutal heat and drought are fueling massive California wildfires once again (see, for instance, the BBC piece

ÒHeat fuelling California wildfire Ò).  We canÕt expect much from the status quo media (see ÒCNN, ABC, WashPost, AP,

blow Australian wildfire, drought, heatwave ÒHell (and High Water) on EarthÓ story Ñ never mention climate

changeÒ).  So here is CAPÕs Tom Kenworthy  explaining ÒWhat a 1-Degree Temperature Increase Means for WildfiresÓ

Ñ and IÕll end with some comments on this positive or amplifying carbon-cycle feedback:
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