
4/14/08 7:20 AMIf you think Xeriscaping is all rocks and cacti, think again | Features | The Tribune

Page 1 of 6http://www.greeleytrib.com/article/20080413/FEATURES/663309644

Click  to  Enlarge

For  the  Tribune
Browse  Our
Galleries

 SUNNY  28¡

THE  TRIBUNE
Local  News

National  News

Your  News

Around  Colorado

Faith  Services

Sports

UNC Sports

CSU Sports

Opinion

Business

Features

Food

Entertainment

Health

Obituaries

Viewfinder

Subscribe

SPOTLIGHT

Special  Sections

In -Depth  Reports

Tribune  Awards

INTERACTIVE
Photo  Galleries

Trib  Blogs

Media  Center

Electronic  Edition

Special  Editions

RSS Feeds

MARKETPLACE
NoCo  Wheels

NC Yellow  Pages

Real  Estate

Employment

Classifieds

Advertiser  Index

Coupon  Book

Top  Jobs

On The  Lot

SERVICES
Weather  & Alerts

Road  Work  Map

Dining  Guide

Movie  Listings

TV Listings

Events  Calendar

Public  Notices

 Go Classifieds  |  Place  an  Ad Login/Register April  14,  2008  

If  you  think  Xeriscaping  is  all  rocks  and  cacti,
think  again
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With their variety of color, texture and fragrance,
water-wise gardens are not only drought-tolerant,
they provide year-round beauty.

In a semiarid state like Colorado -- with an average
of only 13 inches or so of precipitation in Weld
County annually -- it is easy for the gardener to
become frustrated with the difficulties of creating a lush landscape. But with proper planning and a little
knowledge, garden enthusiasts and homeowners can create landscapes that are beautiful and drought-
tolerant without a lot of extra water.

The word Xeriscape is a trademarked term of Denver Water and is now a common word in the West for
water conservation in landscaping. Such gardens are attractive, sustainable and water-efficient landscapes
designed with sound horticultural practices. It  is important to realize what Xeriscapes are not -- a yard
filled with rocks, gravel and cacti. Although rocks and gravel have their place in small quantities, they can
in fact generate more heat than green plants living in properly amended and mulched soil that lend a
softness and coolness to the landscape. And although there are many beautiful cactus plants that can
certainly have their place in the garden, there are also many native perennials and shrubs that create a
more lush and inviting landscape.

There are seven principles of water-wise gardening:

1Plan and design for water conservation, beauty and utility. Garden design is a process, not just plunking
down some plants in the dirt. Analyze your site for opportunities and limitations of the property, as well
as for family use. Are there children who need a play area? Are there dogs or other pets that need to be
accommodated in all or part of the yard? Would the family enjoy a patio or deck for barbecues and other
outdoor activities? These types of things should be accommodated in the outdoor living space.

2Select plants that are appropriate to our climate, grouping them according to water need, and plant them
in groups according to irrigation needs. This is called hydrozoning. It  does not make good water-wise
gardening sense to incorporate Xeric plants into beds of annuals or other plants requiring frequent
watering. For example, roses should be placed in a bed of their own; likewise for Xeric perennials.
Luckily,  there are many beautiful, low-water-use plants that grow well in our climate. Use a variety of
plants of differing heights, colors and textures to create interest and beauty.

Dry sunny areas away from the house are often perfect for low-water-use plants. Grouping plants
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according to water and sunlight requirements ensures that they will  flourish in an optimal environment. It
also prevents overwatering drought-tolerant plants or underwatering moisture-loving plants. Selecting the
right plants for the right place is the secret to successful water-wise gardening.

3Improve the soil. Eighty percent of all plant problems come from poor soil, which in Colorado can mean
several things including compaction, improper pH balance, poor soil structure or lack of enough compost.
Before planting new beds in the landscape design, or when rejuvenating existing beds, it pays off
financially and in future labor to amend the soil. Most soils in the West are sandy or heavy clay and low
in organic matter and nitrogen. By adding organic amendments, such as compost or aged manure, better
soil structure is created that will  have better water holding capacity. Add one to two inches of organic
matter tilled into the soil at a depth of at least 6 inches.

4Water efficiently and with appropriate irrigation methods. For example, don't have lawn sprinklers
overshooting onto the patio or into the Xeric beds. Drip irrigation is most efficient for flower and shrub
beds. In fact, drip combined with mulch and hydrozones can cut water use by 50 percent. The plants will
also be happier because they will  develop stronger and better nourished root systems. Spraying water on
foliage can create disease and insect issues. Micro-sprayers and bubble emitters can be efficient for
watering trees, large shrubs and some groundcovers. Avoid oscillating sprinklers from hoses that spray
water high into the air.

Water deeply and infrequently to develop deep root systems. To reduce water loss due to evaporation,
water at night.

5Mulch to reduce evaporation. This conserves water and creates healthier soil as the mulch slowly
deteriorates. Mulch also dramatically cuts down on the volume of weeds and creates a finished look to the
landscape. Apply mulch directly to the soil or over a landscape fabric. Don't use black plastic -- it
prevents air and water from reaching plant roots.

There are many organic mulches to choose from, such as bark chips, shredded bark, pole peelings or
wood shavings. Apply these in a layer of 3 to 4 inches. They will  need to be replenished periodically due
to decomposition. Gravel and rocks can be an alternative in windy spots but choose their locations
carefully and sparingly as they tend to retain and radiate heat.

6Create practical turf and nonturf areas. Most homeowners prefer at least some lawn area but turf areas
should be carefully planned and intermixed with walkways, patios, decks and plant beds. Since Kentucky
Bluegrass turf is prevalent in Colorado even though it requires substantial amounts of supplemental water,
it should be incorporated into the landscape in such a way that it has its own watering zone. In shady
areas where grass is difficult  to establish anyway, it is wise to substitute groundcovers or other low-water
plants. Natives, Buffalograss and Blue Grama grass can also be considered; they are 60-80 percent more
water efficient but require special growing conditions.

7Maintain the water-wise landscape with good horticultural practices. Now that we are entering spring, it
is time to aerate lawns and mow to a height of three inches, check sprinkler systems, prune evergreen
shrubs as well as dead wood and foliage off  other shrubs and perennials, work compost into the soil, and
plant new trees and shrubs as needed. In summer, plant annuals, control pests, weed regularly, and
deadhead flowers.

In fall,  apply lawn fertilizer, compost leaves and green plant matter. In winter, prune deciduous trees and
late-blooming deciduous shrubs and water root zones of trees and plants if  there is no precipitation.

The appealing aspect of a well-planned water-wise garden is that it is beautiful in all four seasons and
many of the plants are fragrant, attracting butterflies and hummingbirds. It  can fulfill  our desire for an
attractive landscape while providing a sustainable solution for our limited water supply.
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Julia McSherry is a master gardener who lives in Greeley with her husband and two dogs. She is learning
about water-wise gardening in the arid Colorado climate after moving here a year and a half ago from
Louisiana, a state which sometimes experiences too much water.

Colorado State University Extension in Weld County provides unbiased, research-based information about
consumer and family issues, gardening, natural resources, agriculture and 4-H youth development. As part
of a nation-wide system, Extension brings the research and resources of the university to the community.
In Weld County, the Extension office is located in Island Grove Park at 525 N. 15th Ave., Greeley,
www.coopext.colostate.edu/WELD. For more tips on water-wise gardening or to find answers to other
horticulture questions, call a master gardener a 970 304-6535.

Sidebars following

Sidebar

Principles of Water-Wise Gardening

1. Plan and design for water conservation.

2. Select the right plant for the right place, grouping them according to water need.

3. Improve the soil.

4. Water efficiently with appropriate irrigation methods

5. Mulch to reduce evaporation.

6. Create practical turf and non-turf areas.

7. Maintain good horticultural practices.

Sidebar

Sun Garden Water-Wise Plants

This is just a small sampling of some of the many plants that require low to moderate water and thrive in
sunny locations.

Artemisia

Blue Fescue Grass

Butterfly Bush

Red Valerian (Jupiter's Beard)

Russian Sage

Salvia

Sedum

http://www.coopext.colostate.edu/WELD
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Spanish Gold Broom

Trumpet Vine

Yarrow

Yucca

Filtered Shade Garden Water-Wise Plants

Although most drought-tolerant plants thrive in sun and heat, many flourish in filtered shady areas as
well. Here are a few.

Butterfly Bush

Chocolate Flower

Coral Bells

Hall's Honeysuckle

Penstemon

Rocky Mountain Columbine

Russian Hawthorn

Spanish Gold Broom

Spiraea

NEW SIDEBAR

Presentation on Xeriscape»

The Ins and Outs of Water-Wise Gardening

By Ruth Quade, Master Gardener

Brown Bag Luncheon

Centennial Park Library

May 13

12 noon

With an optional walk through the Xeriscape» garden on Reservoir Road
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Be the  first  to  comment  on  this  story!

For more information, call XXX -XXX  (need number from Ruth).

*****

Master Gardener Mothers Day Plant Sale

Friday, May 9

St. Michael's (by the flagpole)

12-6

Colorful hanging baskets and potted plants
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