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With their variety of color, textureandfragrance,
waterwise gardensare not only droughttolerant,
they provideyearroundbeauty.

For the Tribune
Browse Our
Galleries

In a semiaridstatelike Colorado-- with an average
of only 13inchesor so of precipitationin Weld
Countyannually-- it is easyfor the gardeneto
becomefrustratedwith the difficulties of creatinga lush landscapeBut with properplanningand a little
knowledge gardenenthusiast&nd homeownergan createlandscapeshatare beautifuland drought
tolerantwithout a lot of extrawater.

Theword Xeriscapes a trademarkederm of DenverWaterandis now a commonword in the Westfor
water conservatiorin landscapingSuchgardensare attractive,sustainableand water-efficient landscapes
designedwith soundhorticultural practices.t is importantto realizewhat Xeriscapesare not -- a yard
filled with rocks,graveland cacti. Althoughrocks and gravelhavetheir placein small quantities they can
in fact generatemore heatthan greenplantsliving in properlyamendecand mulchedsoil thatlend a
softnessand coolnesgo the landscapeAnd althoughthereare many beautifulcactusplantsthatcan
certainlyhavetheir placein the gardenthereare also many native perennialsand shrubsthat createa
morelush andinviting landscape.

Thereare sevenprinciplesof waterwise gardening:

1Planand designfor water conservationbeautyand utility. Gardendesignis a processnot just plunking
down someplantsin the dirt. Analyzeyour site for opportunitiesand limitations of the property,aswell
asfor family use.Are therechildrenwho needa play are& Are theredogsor otherpetsthatneedto be
accommodateth all or partof the yard? Would the family enjoy a patio or deckfor barbecuesind other
outdooractivities? Thesetypesof things shouldbe accommodateéh the outdoorliving space.

2Selectplantsthatare appropriateto our climate,groupingthemaccordingto water need,and plantthem
in groupsaccordingto irrigation needs.This is called hydrozoning.lt doesnot make goodwaterwise
gardeningsenseo incorporateXeric plantsinto bedsof annualsor otherplantsrequiring frequent
watering.For example rosesshouldbe placedin a bed of their own; likewise for Xeric perennials.
Luckily, thereare many beautiful, low-wateruseplantsthatgrow well in our climate.Usea variety of
plantsof differing heights,colors and texturesto createinterestand beauty.

Dry sunnyareasaway from the houseare often perfectfor low-wateruseplants.Groupingplants
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accordingto water and sunlightrequirementensureghatthey will flourish in an optimal environment.t
alsopreventsoverwateringdroughttolerantplantsor underwateringnoisturetoving plants.Selectingthe
right plantsfor the right placeis the secretto successfulvaterwise gardening.

3lmprovethe soil. Eighty percentof all plantproblemscomefrom poor soil, which in Coloradocanmean
severalthingsincluding compactionjmproperpH balance poor soil structureor lack of enoughcompost.
Before plantingnew bedsin the landscapealesign,or whenrejuvenatingexisting beds,it paysoff
financially andin future laborto amendthe soil. Most soilsin the Westare sandyor heavyclay and low
in organicmatterand nitrogen.By addingorganicamendmentssuchascompostor agedmanure better
soil structureis createdthatwill havebetterwater holding capacity.Add oneto two inchesof organic
mattertilled into the soil at a depthof at least6 inches.

4Waterefficiently and with appropriatdrrigation methodsFor example don't havelawn sprinklers
overshootingonto the patio or into the Xeric beds.Drip irrigation is mostefficient for flower and shrub
beds.In fact, drip combinedwith mulchand hydrozonescan cut water useby 50 percent.The plantswill
alsobe happierbecausehey will developstrongerand betternourishedroot systemsSprayingwateron
foliage cancreatediseaseandinsectissuesMicro-sprayersand bubble emitterscan be efficient for
wateringtrees,large shrubsand somegroundcoversAvoid oscillating sprinklersfrom hosesthatspray
water high into the air.

Water deeplyandinfrequentlyto developdeeproot systemsTo reducewaterlossdueto evaporation,
water at night.

5Mulch to reduceevaporationThis conservesvater and createshealthiersoil asthe mulch slowly
deterioratesMulch alsodramaticallycutsdown on the volumeof weedsand createsa finishedlook to the
landscapeApply mulchdirectly to the soil or overa landscapdabric. Don't useblack plastic-- it
preventsair and waterfrom reachingplantroots.

Thereare many organicmulchesto choosefrom, suchasbark chips, shreddedark, pole peelingsor
wood shavings Apply thesein a layerof 3 to 4 inches.Theywill needto be replenishedberiodicallydue
to decompositionGravel androcks canbe an alternativein windy spotsbut choosetheir locations
carefully and sparinglyasthey tendto retainand radiateheat.

6Createpracticalturf and nonturf areas.Most homeownergreferat leastsomelawn areabut turf areas
shouldbe carefully plannedand intermixedwith walkways, patios,decksand plantbeds.Since Kentucky
Bluegrasgurf is prevalentin Coloradoeventhoughit requiressubstantiabmountsof supplementalvater,
it shouldbe incorporatednto the landscapen sucha way thatit hasits own wateringzone.In shady
areaswheregrassis difficult to establishanyway, it is wise to substitutegroundcoversr otherlow-water
plants.Natives,Buffalograssand Blue Gramagrasscanalsobe consideredthey are 60-80 percentmore
water efficient but requirespecialgrowing conditions.

7Maintainthe waterwise landscapeavith goodhorticultural practices Now thatwe are enteringspring, it
is time to aeratelawnsand mow to a heightof threeinches,checksprinklersystemspruneevergreen
shrubsaswell asdeadwood andfoliage off othershrubsand perennialswork compostinto the soil, and
plantnew treesand shrubsasneededIn summer plantannualscontrol pests,weedregularly, and
deadheadlowers.

In fall, apply lawn fertilizer, compostleavesand greenplantmatter.In winter, prunedeciduoudreesand
late-blooming deciduousshrubsand water root zonesof treesand plantsif thereis no precipitation.

The appealingaspecf a well-plannedwaterwise gardenis thatit is beautifulin all four seasonand
many of the plantsare fragrant,attractingbutterfliesand hummingbirds.It canfulfill our desirefor an
attractivelandscapevhile providing a sustainablesolution for our limited water supply.
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JuliaMcSherryis a mastergardenewho lives in Greeleywith her husbandand two dogs.Sheis learning
aboutwaterwise gardeningn the arid Coloradoclimate after moving herea yearanda half agofrom
Louisiana,a statewhich sometimesxperience$oo muchwater.

ColoradoStateUniversity Extensionin Weld County providesunbiasedyesearchbasednformation about
consumerand family issuesgardening haturalresourcesagricultureand 4-H youth developmentAs part
of a nationwide system,Extensionbringsthe researctand resource®f the universityto the community.
In Weld County,the Extensionoffice is locatedin Island Grove Parkat 525N. 15th Ave., Greeley,
www.coopext.colostate.edu/WEL [Bor moretips on waterwise gardeningor to find answersto other
horticulturequestionscall a mastergardeneia 970 304-6535.

Sidebardollowing

Sidebar

Principlesof WaterWise Gardening

1. Planand designfor water conservation.

2. Selectthe right plantfor the right place,groupingthemaccordingto water need.
3. Improvethe soil.

4. Water efficiently with appropriatérrigation methods
5. Mulch to reduceevaporation.

6. Createpracticalturf and non+turf areas.

7. Maintain goodhorticultural practices.

Sidebar

SunGardenWaterWise Plants

This is just a small samplingof someof the many plantsthatrequirelow to moderatewater andthrive in
sunnylocations.

Artemisia

Blue FescueGrass

Butterfly Bush

RedValerian (Jupiter'sBeard)
RussianSage

Salvia

Sedum
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SpanishGold Broom

TrumpetVine

Yarrow

Yucca

Filtered ShadeGardenWaterWise Plants

Although mostdroughttolerantplantsthrive in sunand heat,many flourish in filtered shadyareasas
well. Hereare a few.

Butterfly Bush
ChocolateFlower

Coral Bells

Hall's Honeysuckle
Penstemon

Rocky Mountain Columbine
RussianHawthorn
SpanishGold Broom
Spiraea

NEW SIDEBAR

Presentatioron Xeriscape»

The Ins and Outs of WaterWise Gardening
By Ruth Quade,MasterGardener

Brown Bag Luncheon
CentennialParkLibrary

May 13

12 noon

With an optionalwalk throughthe Xeriscapexgardenon ReservoirRoad
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For moreinformation, call XXX -XXX (neednumberfrom Ruth).
R—
MasterGardenermMothersDay PlantSale
Friday, May 9
St. Michael's(by the flagpole)
126
Colorful hangingbasketsand pottedplants
\'\"i‘:‘,“;u

Get a great deal on the Tribune.
Click here to subscribe today!
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