
 
 
 
 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Snow Survey Office 
655 Parfet St., Rm. E200C 
Lakewood, CO  80215 
http://www.co.nrcs.usda.gov NEWS 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mike Gillespie (720) 544-2852 

(MORE) 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

DRY MARCH DECREASES SNOWPACK PERCENTAGES 
 

Lakewood, April 2, 2008Weather patterns during March changed dramatically from the previous 

three months across most of Colorado.  After receiving heavy snow accumulations during the 

months of December through February, conditions dried out considerably during March according to 

the latest snow surveys conducted by the USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  

As a result of the dry March, snowpack totals as a percent of the long term average for this date, 

showed decreases statewide, according to Allen Green, State Conservationist with the NRCS. 

The greatest decreases in snowpack percentages were measured across the southwestern portion 

of Colorado.  The major rivers affected by these decreases include the Rio Grande, San Juan, 

Animas, Dolores, and San Miguel.  "Fortunately for the state's water supplies, the areas 

experiencing the driest conditions during March had already accumulated the greatest snowpack 

totals during the winter months," said Green.  While snowfall during March was also below normal 

across northern Colorado, the decreases in snowpack percentages were only slight.  Statewide, 

snowpack totals decreased by 12 percentage points; decreasing from the 135 percent of average on 

March 1, to 123 percent of average on April 1. Despite the dry March, snowpack totals remain above 

average in all of the state's major river basins on April 1.  The statewide snowpack currently stands 

at the highest measured on April 1 since 1993, when the statewide snowpack was 126 percent of 

average.  The April 1 snow surveys are the most important of the year for snowpack accumulation.
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Since the state typically reaches its maximum totals during April, these readings give the best 

indication of what will be available for spring and summer runoff in those rivers originating from 

mountain snowmelt. 

The current snowpack is expected to yield near average to well above average runoff this year 

across Colorado.  With the highest snowpack totals remaining across southern Colorado, those 

rivers are expected to produce the greatest runoff volumes in relation to the long-term average.  

Volumes of 130 to 160 percent of average can be expected throughout much of the Gunnison, Rio 

Grande, Arkansas, San Juan, Animas, Dolores and San Miguel rivers this year.  Meanwhile, runoff 

across northern Colorado is expected to be slightly above average, ranging from 100 to 130 percent 

of average in the Colorado, Yampa, White, and North and South Platte rivers. 

Overall, 2008 continues to emerge as the best year for statewide water supplies in more than a 

decade, especially considering that reservoir storage is currently near average statewide.  The table 

below shows a comparison of March 1 and April 1 snowpack percentages in the major river basins 

of the state. 

 

BASIN 

MARCH 1 % 
AVERAGE 

SNOWPACK 

APRIL 1% 
AVERAGE 

SNOWPACK 

CHANGE IN 
SNOWPACK 

PERCENTAGE 
POINTS 

APRIL 1 % 
LAST YR.’S 
SNOWPACK 

GUNNISON 151 133 -18 202 

COLORADO 128 123 -5 151 

SOUTH PLATTE 109 108 -1 115 

NORTH PLATTE 111 106 -5 133 

YAMPA/WHITE 109 107 -2 154 

ARKANSAS 152 141 -11 170 

RIO GRANDE 169 140 -29 199 

SAN JUAN, 
ANIMAS, 
DOLORES 

 

155 

 

126 

 

-29 

 

217 

STATEWIDE 135 123 -12 163 
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