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Get the powder while the getting is good

Snow outlook is still bleak for late-winter

By BOB BERWYN
summit daily news
Summit County, CO Colorado
January 7, 2008
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 Print  Email

Big storm
Across the state on Monday, snowfall at resorts
bordered the ridiculous. Here’s what some were
reported in the last 48 hours (as of noon on
Monday):
Summit County area resorts: 10-20 inches
Vail and Beaver Creek: 20-30 inches
Silverton: 48 inches
Crested Butte: 40 inches
Aspen area: 31-40 inches
Source: Resort websites

SUMMIT COUNTY — While early winter snow has been piling up, the outlook for the latter half of the
season is still on the dry side, according to climatologist Klaus Wolter. A dry pattern could return later in
January and last through March, said Wolter, a climate researcher with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

“This La Niña is behaving a bit more like a typical La Niña, which is good news for the north-central
mountains in early winter, mostly December and January,” Wolter said via e-mail. “So I would not be
surprised if the next few weeks are still pretty decent (snowy), while late winter is when I expect to see a
resumption of the dry pattern last seen in November.”

Wolter said his batting average for forecasting La Niña weather trends is not 100 percent.

“A wet late winter is not impossible, just fairly unlikely,” he said. “One factor in this could be the very
strong intra-seasonal activity that brought us all that moisture in early December. I am definitely not
equipped to predict those monster storms,” he said. “All in all, I would still say, enjoy while you can,”
Wolter concluded.
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Area resorts reported between 10 and 20 inches in the last 48 hours.
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A great job!
I can't think of another job where you can be so absolutely wrong and still get your predictions published in
the newspaper. Who pays this guy? Even if he's right about what's coming - I'm tired of him.

by MikeSki
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I can't think of another job where you can be so absolutely wrong and still get your
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January 10, 2008 - Wet Rockies, dry Southeast likely as La Nina continues

January 7, 2008 - I-70 westbound now open

January 5, 2008 - Snowpack surges with recent storms 

January 5, 2008 - Storm that hammered Sierras hitting Colorado mountains 

January 5, 2008 - Winter storm hits California

January 4, 2008 - Snow, carelessness blamed for Wash. avy deaths

January 3, 2008 - December was seventh snowiest on record in Summit
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December 31, 2007 - Monday's paper now available

December 31, 2007 - 2,000 travelers stranded in Colo. by avalanche danger on I-70

December 31, 2007 - I-70 open in both directions

December 31, 2007 - Storm refugees tell stories of being trapped in Summit

December 27, 2007 - Second winter storm bringing more snow to mountains, Denver

December 22, 2007 - Meteorologist says drought still possible despite latest storms

December 21, 2007 - Blowing snow expected in High Country

December 21, 2007 - Snow falling in Summit

December 8, 2007 - Another storm brings heavy snow to Colorado mountains

December 7, 2007 - November warmer, drier than average

December 6, 2007 - Winter storm leaves 3-8 inches on Summit

December 5, 2007 - Weekend snow in the forecast

December 1, 2007 - Summit County weather update

November 30, 2007 - Blizzard could bring 5 feet of snow to southwest Colorado peaks

November 28, 2007 - Winter storm brings up to 9 inches in mountains

November 21, 2007 - Some Colorado ski resorts get 6 inches of snow

November 15, 2007 - Lack of snow delays Vail opening

November 7, 2007 - Winter forecast looks dry

October 21, 2007 - Snowy Sunday in Summit

October 14, 2007 - La Niña triggers snow in Summit County

October 14, 2007 - Rain, storm scatter across Colorado

October 9, 2007 - Colorado wildfire frequency tied to ocean temperature patterns

October 2, 2007 - Above-normal temps persist in September

October 2, 2007 - High temps lead us into driest month

September 24, 2007 - I-70 open after brief, heavy snow

September 7, 2007 - August ends up hot and wet

September 4, 2007 - Colorado forecaster calls for 6 more hurricanes, 3 of them major

August 27, 2007 - Snowpack likely to be down again in ’08

August 3, 2007 - July's story:Wet and warm

August 3, 2007 - CSU forecaster lowers 2007 hurricane estimate slightly

July 20, 2007 - Wolcott mudslide snarls I-70 Thursday
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